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How to make a question 

Wh-words Verb Subject Object  

What are you doing?  

What were you cooking  yesterday?  

What is Ali searching?  

What is happening  to your cat?  

What happens  to your cat?  

What would you do?  

     

Why are you crying?  

Why is Mimi chasing after the boy?  

     

Where are you?   

Where were you yesterday?  

Where is the post 

office? 

  

     

Who are you?   

Who is that  man?   

Who were you  talking  to just now?  

     

How are you?   

How is  your cat?   

How do you do it?  

How is the story?   

     

 Is it nice?  

 Are the cakes tasty?  

 Are you all right?  

 Can you send me home?  

 Could Ali win the first prize?  

 Will he come?  

 Would you help me to call an ambulance?  

 May I come in?  

 May I go out to play?  

 May I help you?  

 Might he be safe?  

 Shall we call the police?  

 Should we help the old blind man?  
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Social expressions / Language functions 

Tips: How to answer correctly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

X 

3. I prefer the  first 

one.  X 

 

4. Tomorrow   is our 

badminton practice. X 
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Tips: Be focus. Pick 2 or 3 from each box, learn & practice using those sentences.  

To invite To reply to the invitations 

Do  you want to …? 

 

Thank you. I   do.  

I am sorry. I   do  not. I have …  

Do you feel like ..(ing)?  

Would  you like to ..? Thanks. I  would   love to. 

Why don’t we …? 

Why don’t you come...? 

Sure. Why not. 

 

How about …(ing)? 

 

Great! It is my pleasure.  

Let’s   ... Sure.  Let’s   do it. 

Can  you …. ?  Sure, I   can.  

I am sorry. I can’t. I have.. 

Could you …? I am sorry. I could not. I have… 

It would be nice of you to join me … Thank you for asking. I am sorry. I have … 

Please come…  

Example: 
Do you want to fish by the river? 

Let’s fish by the river. 

Let’s go fishing. 

Could you fish  by the river? 

 

  

To inform To express sympathy 

My cat had passed away yesterday. I am sorry to hear … 

The boy  had lost  his bicycle yesterday. It is a pity … 

 

I am sad. My father had been hospitalised 

yesterday. 

I am sad. My father had fallen ill. 

I am sad. My father was sick. He had been 

staying in the hospital for 3 days. 

Everything would be alright. Please do not 

worry. 

 

 Example: 
I am sorry to hear that your cat had 

passed away. 

I am sorry to hear about your father. 

  

  

  

  

  

  



Prepared by Tan Yok Hong, 2020                                      page 4 

To ask To reply 

What   is      the ….? It is … 

What is the cost of …? It is RM… 

How much is the ….? It is RM… 

Where is the …? It is … / They are … 

Why is the……( + ing)?  … had … 

Who is that ….? … is … 

Which one do you like?  I like … one. 

Can  I have another serving?  Yes, you  can   . Please have another cake. 

How is this dress? It is nice. It fits you. 

Example: 
What is the time now? 

How much is the potatoes? 

Where is my keys?  

 

Why is the boy crying?  

Who is that man? 

 

It is 12.45 p.m. now. 

It is RM5 a kilogram. 

They are   on the cupboard. / in the 

drawer. 

He had lost his parents. 

He is my father. 
  

Showing concern  

How are you? I am fine.  

How do you do today?  

I am worry about your health. How do you 

do today? 

 

Do you need my help?   

You have hurt your knee. Do you need my 

help? 

 

Remember that…  

Example: 
Remember to take your umbrella / 

raincoat. It is going to rain. 

 

  

To give warning To reply to the warning 

Be careful! It is very dangerous. Sure. I will be careful. 

Watch out! Do not ….  

Look out! Do not .. Sure, I will. 

You have to be careful next time. Sure. I will. 

Please be careful. Do not… Sure, no problem. 

Example: 
Look out! Do not play at the roadside. 

Please be careful. Do not go near the 

beehive. 
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Do not + base form 

  

To ask for direction To give direction 

How can I get to …? Please take a 524 bus to reach there. 

Do you know the way to …? Yes, I do. Please walk straight on this 

road. The …is on your left. 

Where is the nearest …? It is behind this building. 

It is opposite of this building. 

It is in front of the bank. Please walk 

straight on this road. The …is on your left. 

Excuse me. Where is …? It is next to the fire station. Please walk 

straight on this road. The …is on your left. 

Could you help me to find…? Sure.  

Is this the right way to …? Yes. It is at the end of this road.  

Example: 
Do you know the way to the museum? 

Where is the nearest hospital? 

Excuse me. Where is ABC market? 

 

  

To ask for help To offer  help 

Could you help me to …? 

Could you please help me to …? 

Yes, I could. 

Sure, let me help you. 

Sure. Let me help you. 

Would you help me, please? Yes, I would. Let me do it for you. 

Will you please help me to …? Sure, I will.  

Do you think you could … Yes, I do.  

Sure. Let me do it for you. 

Would you mind helping me …? Sure. I would do it right now. 

Could you give me a hand?  

Have you got a minute?  

 May I help you to …? 

 Is there anything I can do? 

 Is there any way I can help? 

 Do you need my help? 

 Example: 
May I help you to carry the books? 

Do you need my help to make an emergency 

call? 
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Make a request Reply to a request 

Could you please …? Sure, I could. 

Can you please …? Sure, I can. 

Will you please …? Sure, I will do it. 

Would you mind  (+…ing)? Sure, let me do it. 

Would you be so kind as to …? Sure, no problem. 

Example: 
Could you please lower down the volume of 

the radio? 

Can you please tidy up your room? 

Would you mind taking out the rubbish? 

 

  

To ask for permission To give permission or to refuse  

Can I …? Sure, you can. 

I am sorry. You can’t. 

Could I …? Yes, you could. 

I am sorry, you couldn’t. 

May I …? Sure, you may. 

Sorry, but no. 

Do you mind if I …? Sure. Go ahead. 

Is it all right if I …? Sure. No problem. 

Example: 
Can I go fishing? 

May I go to fish? 

Can I go jogging? 

 

  

Introducing yourself and others  

Hello, I am … . Nice to meet you. I am …. Nice to meet you. 

This is ….. Hello. Nice to meet you. I am… 

Please meet my friend, …  

Example: 
This is my sister, Siti. 

Please meet my friend, Ali. 

 

  

To apologise To reply to apologies 

I am sorry.  Never mind. 

Sorry. It was my fault. Please do not worry. 

I apologies for (+..ing) No worry. I am fine. 

Example: 
I apologies for breaking your vase. 
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To agree  To disagree 

Yes, I agree. No, I don’t agree. 

That is right. I am sorry. I don’t think so. 

You are right. You are wrong. 

Sure, … 
    Example: Sure, Ali. 

I am sorry. I am not sure. 

That is true. That is not true. 

I agree with her / him too. Neither do I agree with her / him. 

  

To express certainty To express doubt 

I am sure that … I am not sure that … 

I am certain that … Well, it is possible, I suppose. 

I have no doubt about.. I have bad feeling about it. 

 Maybe that is not the best idea. 

 I will have to think about it. 

 Let me think about it. 

 I doubt it. 

Example: 
I am sure that Jacky will win in the 

competition. 

I am not sure that Lily will get the first 

prize. 

 

  

To ask for advice To give advice 

May I get your advice? Yes, I think you should … 

What would you do if you were me? If I were you, I would … 

What do you think I should do? You should … 

 Example: 
If I were you, I would go to see the 

dentist. 

You should prepare your study timetable. 
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To express obligation To express approval or disapproval 

You must… I think it is good to… 

I think it is bad for you to.. 

You have to… I am very pleased about … 

I am not happy about… 

You have got to … I am in favour of … 

I am not in favour of … 

I order you to … It is wrong to … 

 It is not a smart idea. 

Example: 
You must obey to traffic rules. 
I order you to pick up your rubbish. 
You have to keep quiet when the 
headmistress is delivering her speech. 

Example: 
I am not happy about cycling on the busy 
road. 
I think it is bad to punish the children. 

  

 
 


